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THE DURRELLS RETURN TO CORFU
FOR A FINAL FAREWELL
ITV returns to the blue skies of Corfu this Spring for the final series of much-loved drama, The Durrells.
Produced by successful drama indie, Sid Gentle Films Ltd. in a co-production with MASTERPIECE, the new series will see acclaimed
actress Keeley Hawes (The Missing, Bodyguard) reprise her role as matriarch, Louisa Durrell, for a final set of sun-soaked episodes.
She is once again joined by young acting talents Josh O’Connor (Les Miserables), Callum Woodhouse (Cold Feet), Daisy Waterstone (And
Then There Were None) and Milo Parker (Mr Holmes) who play her unruly and spirited on-screen children in the ITV drama.
Other cast returning include Alexis Georgoulis (My Life In Ruins) as the charming Spiro, Miles Jupp (Howards End) as hapless cousin Basil,
Anna Savva (Genius) as housekeeper Lugaretzia, Yorgos Karamihos (Love Is...) as Dr. Theo Stephanides and Lucy Black (Jericho) as
Florence Petridis.
Based on conservationist and author Gerald Durrell’s trilogy of books about his family’s time in Corfu during the 1930s, the fourth
series has once again been written by BAFTA award nominee Simon Nye (Men Behaving Badly, Reggie Perrin) and been filmed on the
beautiful Greek island.
Following the events of the last series, the future is looking bright for the Durrells, with all of the family channelling their heartbreak in
different ways. Choosing to keep herself busy, Louisa (Keeley Hawes) has opened the doors of the family villa as a guest house, but
with Basil as their only paying guest, the business is still to find its feet and customers.
Meanwhile, Larry (Josh O’Connor), struggling to get his risqué Black Book published, is enjoying the love of two ballet dancers, whilst
heartbroken Leslie (Callum Woodhouse) has thrown himself back into his job and shooting. True to form, Gerry (Milo Parker) continues
to collect animals, ambitiously planning to open a zoo with a new owl and some lemurs joining the menagerie, and Margo (Daisy
Waterstone) seeks a new challenge, starting her own beauty salon.
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Described as “pitch-perfect period escapism” by The
Guardian and “a warm-hearted creation with a steely
core and mischievous twinkle” by The Times, The Durrells
has received critical acclaim and proven hugely popular
since its launch in 2016.
The fourth series of The Durrells is executive produced by
Sid Gentle Films Ltd.’s CEO Sally Woodward Gentle
(Killing Eve) and Managing Director Lee Morris (SS-GB),
together with Keeley Hawes and Simon Nye. Roger
Goldby (Call The Midwife) directs and Steve Barron
(Treasure Island), who directed the first episode of season
one has returned to direct the series finale. Christopher
Hall returns as producer.
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FOREWORD BY WRITER SIMON NYE
So we embark on the Durrells’ final year in Corfu, and our last
series. To quote Douglas Adams: “So long, and thanks for all the
fish.” And the pelicans, otters, lizards, dogs, walls of insects,
donkeys, flamingos, and Theo’s beloved copepods… I’ve loved
writing the show so all my instincts would normally be to try to
keep it going, but it is the right time to stop. The family were in
Corfu for four years, from March 1935 to June 1939, so who are
we to outlive them?
Milo Parker, like Gerry who he is playing, arrived a slip of a boy
and now sports a rich baritone. Larry was becoming too old to
be living at home, indeed he only stayed intermittently at the
Durrells’ home in Corfu, a fact which we have reflected in this
last series - and not just because Josh O’Connor was
concurrently busy being The Crown’s Prince Charles at various
locations around Britain. We also have Margo return to England,
just as real Margo did in 1938, only to realise she missed the
enchanted Greek island too much and rushed back.
But Louisa’s Partially Empty Nest Syndrome is quickly overcome
because she is now running a boarding house. As a home it is
crying out to be shared, and in his trilogy of memoirs Gerald
Durrell created a host of engaging characters - psychopath Col
Ribbindane, gay sybarites Lumis and Harry, the Countess with

the red wig… - and frankly what better way to get them into
the series than as paying guests.
The show remains, I hope, sunny and joyful but the threat of
war that hangs over this series makes everything feel more
poignant and urgent. Louisa is largely in denial, as a jumpy
mother, an optimist, and because she knows that conflict will
mean they have to go home. And there’s a lot of unfinished
business…
The love between Louisa and Spiro lurches and grows
throughout the series, and we finally meet his wife Dimitra. I
had been feeling anxious about how much screen time their
will-they-won’t-they romance was taking up because I
thought I’d made it up. But it seems, from interviews for the
documentary about the real-life Durrells which follows the
last episode, that there really was a romantic frisson between
the two of them. I bloody knew it.
Also factually based was the animosity felt by some
traditional Corfiots towards the Durrells for their perceived
decadence. (I refer you to Michael Haag’s book “The Durrells
Of Corfu” for further reading.) Larry and his girlfriends did,
after all, swim naked, and their friends were mostly louche,
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loud, different, often drunk, homosexual and somewhat
bonkers. In episode 4 the Durrells work hard to win back the
trust of the fundamentally conservative Greeks.
But this is overwhelmingly a cross-cultural success story. We
drama-makers are all rushing to shoe-horn in Brexit-related
comment but The Durrells is thematically right there already,
so I’m saying nothing. Except that as an ex-translator - not
from Greek, I hasten to add, far too hard - I would have loved

genitals, am-dram acting and (scripted) improvisation. I don’t
want to overstretch the epic journey metaphor but that is
what the Corfu years represented for the Durrells. And I hope
it has inspired some timid families throughout the world thank you PBS and Netflix - to take the plunge and set off for
foreign parts to discover something about themselves. It
doesn’t have to be expensive - take a big tent! And remember
to offset your carbon footprint.

to bang the drum more for language-learning and the
European dream but tragically everything isn’t about me, and
subtitles do alienate some viewers.

I also hope the show has encouraged more people to visit
Jersey Zoo, presided over by the fantastic Lee Durrell, who is
carrying on late husband Gerald’s obsessive work.

As ever the episodes are blessed with some wonderful work
by TV’s nicest directors Steve Barron and Roger Goldby, and

A final massive thanks to all at Sid Gentle who helped me
write these scripts, above all supremo Sally Woodward

acting. After passing his audition in the last series, Miles Jupp
joins the repertory company and does a brilliant turn as Basil,
a disastrous solicitor, prissy house guest and ultimately a
winningly soulful love rat. There are too many other talented
actors to name-check but let me add to the praise already
heaped on Keeley Hawes’ head. Much as I admire actors, over
the years they have had me in tears for all the bad reasons
(disappointment, frustration, random improvising) but Keeley
has done it by pushing all the right emotional buttons so
beautifully.

Gentle, especially as we were vying for attention with their
other production Killing Eve. We only very occasionally felt
like we were the drab older sibling compared to our cooler
younger sister…
And a really final plea once again to have more - for want of a
better term - family drama on our televisions. It doesn’t have
to be folksy or anodyne, it just has to not have a succession of
actors looking grim, suicidal or simply furious as they murder,
rape, pillage before our bedtime. That said, if the few prewatershed slots are all taken I am available to write the latter.

We end the series with the family putting on their version of
the Odyssey, complete with some alarming faux goat
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KEELEY HAWES PLAYS LOUISA DURRELL
Returning to the role of Louisa Durrell for a final series,
Keeley Hawes explains why the fourth series marks a
poetic ending to the drama and how her on-screen family
have become an important part of her life.

“I’m so pleased we were able to tell the story and take it
through to its natural end just before most of them left
Corfu. It feels like the right thing to have done. Not only
selfishly for us but also because it’s such a brilliant story for
the viewers. It’s a very satisfying end.

“But it’s not over yet because the show hasn’t aired. Also we
still see each other a lot. It feels like something that,
hopefully, will never go away. because of the nature of it. The
kids growing up together alongside me, both on set and away
from set. You become a part of people’s lives in a much more
intimate way.
“The new opening titles are, yet again, a work of art. With a
spot of nudeness. Who’d have thought it? They provide a
really lovely start to each episode. So pretty.”

“Of course, it didn’t end for the Durrells there. They then
went off and, in fact, their lives became even more
interesting if that could be possible. Their adventures went
up a gear. But for this part of their story it feels like we’ve

Keeley goes on to reveal where we find Louisa as the new
series begins.

done them proud. It’s a lovely ending.

With a new ‘penthouse’ floor, which came off the back of
Larry writing an article and encouraging people to come to
Corfu, slightly under false pretences. But Louisa decides to
make the most of that and tries to turn it into another one of
her money spinners.

“We’ve reached the spring of 1939 and the storm clouds have
gathered around them. The war is on the horizon. They have
to accept that and move on. But it’s still the sunny Durrells
that we love. That is so much part of the show. The sunshine
and that beautiful Corfu light. The sea and the locations are
almost another character. And so it is quite right that we
leave with the sun shining.

“Louisa is now running the house as a high grade guest house.

“She is actually very good at it. Louisa Durrell was a brilliant
cook and obviously loved surrounding herself with people.
She was a real people person. I think that comes across really
well in the first episode of this series.
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“It also gives us a lovely opportunity to bring other characters
in that may only have been one line in the book. Our
screenwriter Simon Nye has used his artistic licence and
imagination to bring in some fabulous characters along the
way.”
The end of the last series saw Louisa and Spiro reveal their
feelings for one another. Keeley discusses their
relationship in the new series.
“Louisa is trying to get over Spiro. She is trying to be grown up
about that and get on with her life. It’s a matter of selfpreservation for both of them to keep apart. It’s a tantalising
storyline. There was much debate about where to go with
that story because you don’t want to stray too far away from
the reality of what their situation was. There are so many
things to consider.
“Personally, I think the right balance has been struck. It’s also
a very satisfying end to that journey and relationship. If feels
right how it unfolds. A lot about The Durrells is bittersweet.
The end is about looking to the future rather than things
coming to an end.”

“I’m five foot ten and Milo is now almost as tall as me.
There’s an inch or so in it, but there wasn’t much difference
by the end of filming. He’s also got a lower voice. I first saw
his voice had broken at the end of the last series when he
went on a breakfast show with Daisy Waterstone. This
young man opened his mouth and somebody else’s voice
came out. That was very odd.
“He’s certainly grown up. There’s a moustache there. But
Milo was always very mature. Gerry also gets long trousers
later in the series. Louisa is not ready for that. I recognise
that as a parent myself. It’s just awful how fast they grow up.
But Milo looks great in those long trousers. He wears them
well. And they were Callum Woodhouse’s trousers. So they
are actually Durrell hand-me-downs. Which is only right.
“There’s a sense this series of the children all coming back to
where they should be. To where they belong. Which is what
happens in life. Your children go off because they have to
and you need them to. But also wherever Louisa is, that’s
their home. Wherever your parents are should be your
home. That’s where home will be. Even though it might not
be in Corfu. It’s wherever she is.”

She reflects on seeing the younger cast members grow up
over the course of the series.

10

“We feel we’ve done The
Durrells proud. And we hope
other people do too.”
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New animals this series include lemurs and an owl. Keeley
talks about working with the wildlife.
“There’s a scene with Louisa in bed with some lemurs on top
of the bed. They were tame lemurs. But only in as much as
you can tame a lemur. They basically do what they want. It’s a
really beautiful scene. They had nets over the top of the set
so they couldn’t run up into the top of the stage. There is so
much to think about when you’re filming with animals.
“The lemurs are really watchable. You can’t take your eyes off
them. Another example where no-one is going to be listening
to a word we’re saying when there are lemurs running around.
They got very attached to the cameras. They could see their
reflections in the lenses and thought there was another
lemur there.
“It’s always a lot of fun with the animals. We have an barn owl
called Ulysses who was my favourite animal this series and a
pink sheep. It felt slightly different this year because we knew
it was the end. You appreciated having the animals there
probably more than we ever have done. Because it’s not
something that will happen again.”
With World War II looming, there is a darker undertone to
the fourth series and Louisa is slightly in denial of the
impending and inevitable changes that lie ahead.
“She has lived through one war and has no interest in living
through another one. Like so many people of that

generation. They had lived through the worst war
imaginable - the First World War - and lost people. So there
was no appetite from her for another one.
“Louisa has four children including sons who would be called
up to fight. So she does stick her head in the sand. The
outbreak of war was very close at this time and Corfu was
eventually invaded and occupied.”
However, there’s still a lot of fun in the series, including
some Greek dancing in one episode…
“The Greek dancing was fine. I had to do a nice little dance
with Milo Parker, which we enjoyed. We had lessons with a
choreographer. It was quite nerve-racking, quite tricky.
Trickier than it looks. But good fun. And then, of course, as
with any sort of filming you only see a tiny little bit of it.
Having worked on it for weeks. With amazing traditional
costumes. Our costume designer Charlotte Holdich did such
a brilliant job.
“It’s really nice to see that side of Corfu. We’ve never really
done that. It’s the full thing. Headdresses, dresses and all of
it. We went all out.
“Louisa and her guest house team also have special
uniforms. We all kept one of our aprons afterwards. It’s got
‘Kaliméra’ on it. Which means ‘good morning’. All hand
stitched by our fabulous costume department. We all had
matching ones in various fibres.”
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Keeley admits that it was emotional filming the final
scenes of the series.
“The actual final scene of the whole show in Corfu we
filmed a few weeks before we finished. That was the most
emotional. It involved all of the main players and we knew it
was the end.
“That was very sad. It was quite tricky to hold that together.
We all had a round of applause afterwards and lots of hugs.
That scene stands out because it is the actual final scene of
the series.
“Then the final scene at Twickenham Studios was Miles
Jupp, who plays Basil, and I filming a lovely scene where he
tells Louisa he’s going back to England. It was just the two
of us. Over the last week everyone started dropping off as
they finished filming their scenes. So Josh O’Connor
wrapped, then Milo Parker and so on. They all had a nice
goodbye. It just felt right.”
Finally, she looks back on the final series.
“I think this is the strongest series of all four. We were able
to throw everything at it. I hope people love the episodes as
much as we loved making them. We feel we’ve done The
Durrells proud and we hope other people do too.”
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JOSH O’CONNOR PLAYS LARRY DURRELL
As the series comes to an end, Josh O’Connor tells us how
his character Larry Durrell is looking for change and is
torn between his career and responsibilities to his
family.

“From the beginning, it’s been clear that it was Larry’s idea
to come to Corfu. In my opinion, that’s him desperately
trying to reach out and move away from family life. In this
series, we find him again in that situation of feeling
conflicted between a responsibility to be the father figure of
the family and also wanting to go out and experience life. He
comes to the conclusion that he needs to pursue his writing
and can’t just stay in the house anymore. He’s in a bit of a
torn position.”
Josh explains that it’s his actions that have led to
Louisa’s opening up their home as a boarding house and
reveals how Larry copes with having two girlfriends.
“At the end of last series, Larry had started to write for the
British press and had unwittingly invited people to come and
stay with the family. So, suddenly, at the beginning of this
series, the villa is a boarding house and that’s where we pick
up the story.

“There are two dancers staying at the house who are sort of
perfect girlfriends for Larry because they seem to be
fawning over him and the artistic world. The first scene I
read in the new series was with both of them and it really
got me laughing. It’s a scene when Spiro arrives onto the
terrace and is calling out for Larry. When we shot it, we had
to fit the two girls and me into one shot which meant one
was climbing over me, and the other was underneath me,
which pretty much sums up how he deals with their
company throughout that episode. He literally can’t handle
them!
“Miles Jupp is back as cousin Basil too which I think is one of
the greatest characters across all of the series. He always
seems to bring mayhem with him and fits perfectly into the
mould of the Durrell family. As expected with The Durrells,
making the house an open house leads to absolute carnage.
“Basil is a very difficult guest. Essentially, he takes the
boarding house to the extreme and expects everything to be
done for him and as we’re all aware, Louisa has enough on
her plate to deal with Basil’s shorts too.”
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“Simon Nye captures how
families work so we can all

recognise our own families in the
Durrells.”
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Josh touches upon the war looming on the horizon and
why now feels the right time for Larry to fly the nest.
“This series, we see Larry move to the other side of the island
which is very much an attempt to get out of the family home
and find his own way.
“One of my favourite relationships of the whole series has
been that of Larry and Leslie. We’ve seen Leslie grow up and
there’s an acknowledgement from Larry that he doesn’t need
to be there as Leslie’s ready to take on a more serious role in
that family.
“There is also an undercurrent of the impending war which I
think is a key part of his decision to move on. What’s so
touching about The Durrells and why it’s such a unique show
is that it’s set in a period where we’re used to the war being
the most present topic in any drama, but for the family it’s
not. They’re in their own world and have their issues: Gerry
has started a zoo, there are animals living in the house, Leslie
is shooting things and Larry has two girlfriends at one time.
There’s so much going on that I think it’s almost been
forgotten, but I really like the way that Simon has
reintroduced the sense of an approaching war.”
Josh expands on Larry and Louisa’s close bond.
“There’s some really touching scenes with Louisa this series.

Louisa and Spiro and takes on the role of the father. Louisa is
essentially his friend. They’re best mates who support each
other, and Larry is chiefly aware that at the beginning of the
new series, she’s busy-ing herself and not dealing with what
she needs to deal with. Again, this is another reason he feels
he can leave - Leslie and Margo are now mature enough to
be there for her as well.”
He goes on to discuss how he felt returning to Corfu for
the last time and what he feels makes the series so
special.

“When I arrived in Corfu for the series, I thought it would be
fine but actually when I left the island, it was incredibly sad
and teary. We’ve all got to know each other so well and have
had the best experiences of our life there. The hardest bit
was saying goodbye to the Greek crew because most of
them have been with us from the beginning. A lot of the
crew were from the local area and they’ve come on this
journey with us.
“I am going back in a couple of months on holiday though,
and we’re all always hanging out. We’re always in contact
with one another and that won’t change, but who knows it’s not necessarily a closed book so we’ll see!
“I think the series is so special due to the fact Simon Nye
captures how families work so we can all recognise our own

At the end of Series 3, Larry witnesses the moment between
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families in the Durrells, and specifically the stiff upper lip
and quirks of a British family. In real life, I’m probably the
Leslie in The Durrells, whilst my little brother is the Margo
and my older brother is the Larry, so everyone can see
their own siblings or parents in these characters.
“Also, it’s the fact that you can be laughing your head off
at the mayhem in one scene and be on the edge of your
seat in the next and crying in the following scene. Simon
has you in the palm of his hand and takes you on this
amazing journey with the characters.
Finally, Josh reflects on how important the series has
been in the shaping of his career.
“The Durrells was my first leading role in a television
series and I got to work with one of our greatest British
actresses, so I guess it started everything for me. I learnt
so much from Keeley and Callum, Daisy and Milo. It feels
like it was the beginning of everything for me so I do
credit what’s gone on since to taking the role of Larry. I
don’t take that for granted at all. I’m going to miss
working with my best friends which has been a privilege
and so rare. “
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CALLUM WOODHOUSE PLAYS LESLIE DURRELL
The end of the previous series saw poor Leslie heartbroken
when he discovered his girlfriend Daphne’s baby wasn’t his
child. Callum Woodhouse tells us where we find Leslie as
the new series begins and how his character's
disappointment at not becoming a father led to some
challenging scenes.

“I absolutely love where we find Leslie this series. He’s decided
he can’t deal with the high levels of emotion he has to handle
last series, so has sort of regressed back to his more basic self.
We see him exactly how he was in the first series - loving his
guns and going hunting - but with all of the weight of what’s
happened behind him. He’s still an adult, but after everything
he’s been through, we find him shying away from
responsibilities. He’s been hurt once and he doesn’t want it to
happen again.
“Early on in the series, he decides he is ready for a family of his
own and gets very broody, but then very quickly becomes unbroody when he has a nightmare with Daphne’s baby! Those
scenes were very funny to film. We had the sweetest babies on
set, but they did seem to spend the entire time crying! I got so
self-conscious and worried that they hated me - every time the
baby would come into my arms, it would start crying. However,
later in the day when the other cast had to hold the baby and it
also cried with them, I realised it wasn’t just me!”

With Louisa having opened her home up as a boarding
house, the family have a host of new guests to interact
with. Callum reveals how Leslie gets on with these new

characters and how one guest in particular made it hard for
him to get through a scene.
“Leslie gets on really well with the guests and there’s such a
variety. In the second episode, he takes one of them out
hunting which is a dream come true for him. However, in typical
Durrells fashion, everything doesn’t quite work out as planned.
“There’s some really funny scenes and along the way, Leslie
gets to get to know some of the guests’ ticks and ways. For
instance, there’s a Countess who comes to stay and when she
starts to fall forward into a cup of hot tea, Leslie comes up with
a way of harnessing her to the chair so she doesn’t tip forward.
It’s very Leslie and very Durrells, but incredibly sweet.
“Miles Jupp is also back this series as cousin Basil who is a
permanent guest, and we also had Alex Macqueen who plays
the guest Leslie takes out hunting in the second episode. Alex
and Miles know each other really well so every time us three
were on set, it was essentially the pair of them making me
unable to finish a scene as I couldn’t stop laughing. I think the
two of them must’ve had a meeting and said, ‘Let’s make sure
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Callum cannot make it through this scene’! They were such a
terrible little duo, but it was really good fun.
“It’s been so nice having Miles in it for the entire series though.
He really feels like one of the family members now and he’s so
funny in it.”
With Larry having gone off travelling, Callum explains
how Leslie feels pressure to be the man of the house in his
absence, as well as how he found himself joining the
scouts for the first time aged 25.
“In past series, Louisa would always go to Larry if she was
having trouble and they’d have these heart-to-hearts, but
now that Larry’s away, it feels like Leslie should be the one to
step in and do that. He really does try his best which is
commendable, but it doesn’t come as naturally to him as it
does with Larry. He’s also still rooting for Louisa and Spiro to
be together, and even tries to take matters into his own
hands, but this inevitably goes wrong.
“However, he takes on a role as a scout leader this series
which was so much fun to film. He takes the responsibility
way too seriously and we see him in full scout get-up on his
first day. He loves the authority with the dress-up. I wasn't in
the scouts when I was younger, so I discovered all of this at
25!”

There are darker times ahead though, with a war
impending. Callum discusses how much the family are in
denial about what’s on the horizon.
“I think they are fully aware of the war - what’s coming and
the implications that it holds - but I don’t think any of them
are really wanting to admit it, especially Louisa. She’s in
complete denial about the whole thing, even though it’s
staring her right in the face. They’re just so in love with this
new island that they can’t bear the thought of having to leave
it.”
Similarly, Callum admits that he is in love with the island
and that returning to Corfu knowing it would be for the
final series was tough, as well as why it took him a whole
day to read the final script.

“I know it’s cliché to say, but Corfu really does feel like a
second home. All of the locals are like our mates now. We
could walk into any shop or restaurant and end up having an
hour’s chat before I even sat down and ordered anything. Not
only has it encouraged tourism in Corfu but everyone is so
lovely and I do think they really love the show as it paints the
island in such a beautiful light.
“It was tough and a weird experience returning for the last
time and there was a definitely feeling on set of it being the
final one. We all just tried to cherish it a bit more.
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“I think The Durrells is so
special because it’s a real
family and everyone can
relate to them."
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“I got sent the final episode on one of my days off in Corfu. I
was sent it at about 11am and I didn’t finish until about 10pm
that night. I had to keep staggering reading it throughout the
day as I couldn’t get further than five pages before bursting
into tears!
“Hopefully, if even a fraction of that translates onto the
screen, I think we’re in for a really special last episode. Before
I’d read it, I had so many ideas of how I thought the series
should end and bits I thought must be in it, and when I read
what Simon Nye had done, it had none of those things but it
was just perfect in every way. That’s why he does what he
does.
“We all went out for a meal in one of our favourite
restaurants in Corfu Town to mark the end of the series. It’s on
the harbour, looking out onto the sea and at the end of the
meal, Keeley stood up and said ‘Right, we’re all going in the
sea!’ Everyone stood up from the tables and we all followed
her into the sea and were swimming about for at least 30
minutes. There was about 40 of us all together and it was
very special.”
With The Durrells being Callum’s first job straight out of
drama school, he reflects on how it’s changed his life, how
much he’s learnt and why he feels the series is so special.
“I couldn’t have asked for a better first job in terms of the
people I was with. They were so supportive and were never
condescending in any way. I’ve made a second family on this

job that I’m confident I’ll know and want to spend time with
until the day I die. That’s been an incredible thing.
“I was really wanting to take at least one souvenir from set,
and the team kindly gave me Leslie’s notebook, a pair of his
shorts and his polo shirt amongst other things, so I’ve
essentially now got about eight pieces of memorabilia I can
keep from my first job. It was so much more than I was ever
hoping for. I have all these amazing props which are so
personal to the character.
“I think The Durrells is so special because it’s a real family
and everyone can relate to them. They get on each other’s
nerves but they wouldn’t let anyone else say something bad
about the family. There’s such a bond between each of
them, even though they do wind each other up and I think
lots of people - especially Britons - can relate to that.
“You have all of that set against one of the most stunning
backdrops imaginable on screen. It’s also an amazing team all of the crew that we have really make it something very
special.
“Without a doubt, it’s the people I’ll miss the most. I
remember on my last day of filming I got quite upset and I
was thinking the thing I’m going to miss the most is coming
to work every day with a bunch of people I just love. Every
single person on set had your back and it’s going to be
strange not seeing those people at the same time every day
for 4-5 months.”
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DAISY WATERSTONE PLAYS MARGO DURRELL
Daisy Waterstone, who plays Margo Durrell in the drama,
tells us how this series will see Margo finally find
herself and grow in confidence, as well as briefly move in
with an unexpected housemate.
“At the beginning of the new series, we find Margo feeling a
bit lost and not particularly happy. She feels like she’s
outgrown her family a bit and isn’t sure what to do with
herself.
“She does start her own beauty salon - it’s more just a
corner of the living room but for Margo, it’s a salon! Margo
being Margo, she often tries to find her new ‘thing’ or
obsession. The hairdressing makes her feel a bit happier and
omits the lostness she feels and she turns out to be better
at it than she thought she would. However, when she first
starts out, she’s pretty bad at it! There’s a few that look
terrible but she’s not great at many things, so it’s good that
she gets better as time goes on.
“In an attempt to flee the nest, Margo temporarily moves in
with Theo this series too. However, Theo and Margo are
completely opposite so they completely clash. Theo’s very
together and organised, whereas Margo’s a bit more frantic.

She likes mess and is a bit more creative, leaving stuff lying
around and moving the furniture which upsets Theo a bit.”
Daisy goes on to reveal that Margo later returns to the
UK for a while which she believes to be the making of her.
“After moving in with Theo, Margo makes the decision that
she’d like to return back to the UK for a while. She hasn’t
been home for ages and feels that maybe that will make her
a bit happier.
“She decides to move in with Geoffrey and Prue who don’t
realise that she’s coming until she rocks up at their house,
much to their surprise. Geoffrey and Prue aren’t too sure at
first, but being back in the UK really allows her to grow and
find herself a bit.
“She finds being in England a stark contrast to her life in
Corfu when she first gets there, but she really enjoys the
whole experience. She really likes getting to know Geoffrey
and Prue as well. Initially she finds them a bit odd, but then
grows to love them as her family which is really nice.”
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“I have learnt that if
you can work with an
animal, you can work
with anyone!”
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“Being in England definitely helps her build confidence.
She realises what she really wants in that moment in time
is to be with her family which makes her a lot happier once
she returns. She feels like she’s done what she needed to
do and is fulfilled with her time there. I feel that she finds
out who she is and what she wants this series. She’s tried
to do that for the past four series but this time she really
manages to.”
When discussing the animals in the new series, Daisy
admits that she isn’t a natural when it comes to
working with them and discusses how close she feels
to her character, Margo, as well as how emotional she
has been about the series ending.
“There was a scene this series where I had to cut a goat’s
fur, but I don’t really know how to handle animals so it
kept just running away! It was fine in the end ,and we
managed to get there eventually, but quite funny. I have
learnt that if you can work with an animal, you can work
with anyone though!
“Returning to Corfu knowing that it was for the final series
was bittersweet. The fact that we knew it was going to be
the end meant that we made the most out of being there.
We spent as much time together as possible and just

generally had a really nice time there. It wasn’t until the
last week of filming that I got really sad that we were
finishing.
“I’m sad to leave Margo. I feel like she’s my sister who
really needs help and someone to give her advice. She’s
given me a lot of advice as well. She’s taught me how to
give life a go and not worry about making mistakes, that
when you fail just to do something else and keep going.
She’s always positive and often she doesn’t mind failing.
“I cried when I read the final script. I think it was the last
few pages where I suddenly realised that this was the
last time I was ever going to read a The Durrells script. It
was very moving and made me reminiscent about all of
the years we’ve spent in Corfu working on the show.
“It made me realise how much we’ve achieved in the past
four years and how much its impacted my life in a huge
way. It’s definitely changed my life and made me more
confident. In fact, Margo herself has made me more
confident as a person. She’s brought me out of my shell,
which is lovely.”
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MILO PARKER PLAYS GERALD DURRELL
The last four series have seen Milo Parker - and his
character Gerry Durrell - grow in both stature and
confidence. Milo reveals where we find the young
conservationist at the beginning of the new series and how
his latest animal is one he is particularly fond of.
“At the beginning of the series, we find Gerry as ever trying to
expand his collection of animals and continuing his interest in
conservation. He’s now a lot more grown up than he was
before - he’s got a lot taller and his voice has got deeper. I think
he also continues to be quite frustrated by still being viewed as
the child of the family so we see a more maturing side of Gerry.
He’s also still with his girlfriend, Galini.
“Gerry and Galini’s relationship is blossoming. There is a
potential threat to their relationship when a Greek boy with a
motorcycle comes onto the scene and Gerry becomes very
jealous. This is the first time we’ve seen Gerry experience a
form of heartbreak and it was really interesting to see how
that played out.
“In the first episode, Gerry finds a barn owl out on his travels
and we have two owls playing it called Twit and Twoo. I think
the owl is a potential for a new favourite animal - it was

absolutely adorable, so soft and so well-behaved and just a
joy to work with. Gerry, as you’ll see if the first few episodes,
becomes completely obsessed with this owl and literally
carries it around everywhere, even trying to teach it tricks.
“It was quite nice working with such a different animal.
Obviously the pelicans are birds but you can’t pick them up
or stroke them as they stink too much. The owl had a lovely
temperament and was so elegant and graceful as it flew
around the studio. It was just beautiful.”
He goes on to explain how we start to see Gerry the
conservationist emerge more and more in the upcoming
series, with his views even leading to clashes with his
siblings and the opening of his very first zoo.
“There’s a scene mid-series where Margo dresses up a turkey
as she sees an opportunity in the animals to practice her
beauty skills before she moves onto people. She styles it’s
hair and gives it a wig and Gerry is absolutely appalled by
this because he finds it very undermining. He feels she needs
to take his animal collection seriously. There’s also a great
scene where she paints a sheep in the colours of St George
which again equally appals Gerry.
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“Then, in Episode 2, a colonel comes to stay, played by the
hilarious Alex Macqueen, and Leslie comes to an
arrangement with him to go hunting which Gerry is
devastated about because that’s the last thing he wants to
hear his family are doing. Gerry begs Leslie to not go but he
goes anyway, so Gerry and Galini end up going on a protest
to stop the shoot happening.
“I think that’s a big turning point for Gerry in the series as it
shows a real maturity which we perhaps haven’t seen before.
It shows that Gerry really is passionate about saving
endangered species and will even stand up against his own
family to defend the animals that don’t have voices for
themselves.
“This series also sees Gerry open his first zoo, which looks
incredible. Gerry and Spiro build it together and put real
effort into it. I think the enthusiasm Gerry demonstrates in
showing visitors around his zoo and engaging everybody in
the animals is really a sign of things to come. His charisma
and personality just revolves around animals and he just
wants to share that with other people. That was really
interesting to play and if I was listening to Gerry speak about
his zoo, I would be enraptured.
“Since working on the series, I’ve become an ambassador for
the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, which is a real
honour. I went to the park late last year to see the animals
and catch up with Lee Durrell, and I love it because it’s great

to support a trust and charity that I’m really passionate
about. It’s also so important that Gerry’s legacy
continues to be recognised and to inspire the next
generation of conservationists.
“It definitely helps me feel closer to Gerry. Knowing what
he’s created and knowing what he went on to do really
helps me as an actor to portray him in his childhood and
try to capture that enthusiasm and that passion.”
Going into the final series, Milo reflects on his time
on the drama and how wonderful it’s been to film in
Corfu, as well as how he feels the final series reaches
a poetic ending.
“It was really sad returning to Corfu knowing it was for
the last time. Every year we’ve been welcomed with
open arms but going for the last time was sad. There is
something so special about us four all being in Corfu
together, and I’m really going to miss it.
“It’s going to be so strange not going back next year but I
think it’s such a poetic ending to the series and the
perfect time to draw it to a close. It’s going to be
emotional watching that final episode, but feels like the
right place to end the series.
“We actually filmed a lot more towards the north of the
island this year in a place called Agios Stefanos where
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“The enthusiasm
Gerry demonstrates
in showing visitors
around his zoo and
engaging everybody
in the animals is
really a sign of
things to come.”
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you can virtually touch Albania from the coastline. It was
absolutely stunning. We were filming one day on a beach
that was only accessible by boat so we had the whole crew

Finally, he explains that he’s keen to continue acting
once his exams have finished this summer.

on speed boats in convoy going around the island. The views
out to sea towards Albania were stunning! Whilst other
people were waking up at 7am to go to school, I was sunning
it out on the beach. You really pinch yourself in moments like
that, especially when you’re sitting with all your mates just
waiting for the camera to set up and you think, ‘this is just
amazing’. I’m really going to miss it.

“I’m studying for my exams this summer and then I have
12 weeks of summer holiday! I’m now doing auditions for
projects that may happen after exams. I’ve got no clue
what life holds for me so I’m taking each day as it comes.
I would love to continue acting. It’s a joy to work with
new people and visit such wonderful places.”

“We’ve all become a really tight unit and I think we’ll always
have that. Especially myself, I look back at some of the
pictures and selfies we took on Series 1 and compare them to
selfies we took in the same place in Series 4 to see how much
has changed. It’s really hard to believe that we’ve done four
series. It’s flown by.
“Personally, I’ve absolutely loved every moment of filming
The Durrells. Not only have I made friends for life in the cast
and crew, but it’s also been amazing that my family would
come out and we’d have a mini holiday on the island and
spend time with the locals. I think I’ve been so lucky to
experience such a different culture at such a young age and
given the opportunity to go out and live on Corfu for 9 weeks
of the year. I’m really going to miss it because it’s been an
absolute dream.”
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ALEXIS GEORGOULIS PLAYS Spiro

The end of last series saw Louisa and Spiro reveal their
feelings for one another, but his wife’s return meant
they couldn’t be together. Greek actor Alexis Georgoulis
reflects on where we find his character and the
chemistry between the pair.
“At the beginning of the new series, Spiro isn’t in a very good
situation. His wife is back but they’re not getting along very
well. On the other hand, we have the other problem with
Louisa in that he can’t really communicate freely how he
feels. He has to keep a distance and be very formal in the
first episode, but he can’t do that for long as the emotions
are stronger than the logic, so there are serious problems
between his behaviour and his politically correct approach.
“His and Louisa’s relationship is very fragile because they try
to behave like nothing ever happened, but we can see that
deep in their hearts, damage has been done. We can see in
their eyes they still have strong emotions between them.
“It’s great working with Keeley. After all of these years we
have good code to communicate as actors and we don’t
need to say a lot or rehearse a lot as everything is

instinctive. We’ve known each other the same amount of
time as Spiro and Louisa so as actors, we’ve found our
rhythm and it’s so enjoyable. Sometime I feel it’s very
believable when we’re shooting the scenes to feel the
emotions of the characters.”
He goes on to explain how, though he can relate to Spiro,
he wouldn’t necessarily play by the rules as much as he
does in his situation.
“As a Greek, I would say that I can understand him, but my
personality is quite different to him. We do have common
aspects such as both being open-hearted and always
seeking happiness. We try to find things we like and love in
life. All the things in life have a positive and negative side
and myself and Spiro tend to focus on the positive side. We
are both joyful.
“However, Spiro is very focused on being politically correct
and doing the right thing. If I was Spiro, I would admit I was
in love with Louisa and go with my heart because I believe in
love as the most powerful force that someone can have.”
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“If I was Spiro, I would admit I
was in love with Louisa and go
with my heart .”
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He admits that Spiro is very patriotic too, which is
highlighted this series in an episode where the King of
Greece is set to visit Corfu.

kids. The lemurs are my favourite animals of all time,
apart from Roger the dog. They are such a star of the
new series.”

“He is very patriotic and really likes Greek history and the
heritage that the country has. Spiro really loves whatever
makes Greece more enlightened and in those days, the
King was the frontier of the Greeks. At this time, Greece
was struggling and the King was the figure of hope so I
think Spiro really loved that the King has chosen Corfu to
visit. It’s the greatest honour.”

Alexis goes on to look back on the series and
returning to Corfu knowing it was for the last time
and working with a British team.

He also reveals that one of the things he’ll miss most
from the series is Spiro’ car and that there are some
exciting new animals in the upcoming series

“It was heart-breaking from the first day until the last
day, because we knew the story was coming to an end. It
was like a very long goodbye to the places we love to
shoot and hang out at. The Corfiots have been so friendly
and I’m going to miss that. I can go for holidays but it’s
totally different because whilst we were there we shared
everyday life and our routines.

“Me and the car are like one! The heart-breaking thing is
that I won’t get to drive the car again now the series is
finishing. I will miss the actors and the team we had, but if I
could keep something as a souvenir, it would’ve been the
car. However, I choose not to take souvenirs from jobs, as I
prefer to just take the memories.

“The villa is my favourite location but I also love the
Sidari area. The sunset in unbelievably nice and there are
some beautiful beaches which are not so well-known.
There are dirt-roads and the beaches are secret. We
would go there and spend our free time having fun and
swimming.

“We have lemurs this series which I really fell in love with
too. We had some scenes with them where they had to
climb on us which were very funny to shoot. Lemurs act
and look like people with little teeth and extraordinary
climbing abilities. They are a bit like cats but act like small

“It was a great pleasure to work with a British cast and
crew and I’d love to do it again and again. We really
collaborated and worked together well. It was very
productive and hugely enjoyable. I feel so grateful to
have worked on this production.”
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Finally, Alexis talks about why he thinks the series has
proved so popular and what he has coming up next.
“Every aspect makes the series so special - the fact that
it’s a British production filming in Corfu, one of the most
beautiful islands in Greece, and that it’s just before the war
when the people there had stronger feelings. The series is
for everyone - young and old alike. It’s a real life story and
the scripts and direction is very good. There’s nothing
negative - everything is so nice and I’m so in love with it.
“This story and experience has changed my perspective on
life. It’s made me a bit more mature. We spent our time
very close to the story and it’s taught us many things. It’s
influenced things in my real life and it’s good as an actor to
feel and understand the emotions and we couldn’t have
that experience if we weren’t in Corfu. It’s good to see
yourself from a different perspective.
“Next, I’m working on a play for one of the biggest
theatres in Greece called ‘Liar Wanted’. It takes place in the
1950s and is a comedy with political aspects. It’s one of
the most contemporary themes that Greece right now can
have. I’m also working on a film script that I might direct
too for the end of the summer.”
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EPISODE SYNOPSES
EPISODE 1
As the new series begins, Louisa has opened the doors of the villa as a boarding house and Basil and two Australian
dancers have become official guests. To save money, the girls instantly move into Larry’s room - much to his delight - but
it's soon clear that Basil has become the most pernickety guest ever.
The family warm to mysterious new guest Lazaros Vangelatos, until Theo reveals he is a wanted man. Knowing he is being
framed for his actions, the Durrells strive to help Vangalotos escape the island.
Meanwhile, Gerry acquires a new pet in the form of Ulysses the owl and proclaims he is going to open a zoo and feeling she
needs more from her life, Margo embarks on a new project to work as a hairdresser.

EPISODE 2
Leslie runs into Daphne and admitting seeing her makes him want his own family, agrees to help her out with childcare. The
very same day he’s set to look after the baby, however, Leslie offers to host a hunt for new guest, Colonel Ribbindane, much to
Gerry’s disgust.
Desperate to bring in the money now that he’s the man of the family, Leslie cajoles Basil into pretending to be a wild boar
when there appears to be a lack of them on the island, whilst Gerry voices strong objections to the hunt and together with
Galini tries to sabotage it.
Meanwhile, confused over his feelings, Basil declares his love for Louisa, even going as far as buying her a bridge and Margo
moves in with Theo in an attempt to fly the nest.
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Louisa Durrell
Larry Durrell
Gerry Durrell
Leslie Durrell
Margo Durrell
Spiro
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Theo
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Prue
Geoffrey
Daphne
Galini
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KEELEY HAWES
JOSH O’CONNOR
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DAISY WATERSTONE
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MILES JUPP
ANNA SAVVA
YORGOS KARAMIHOS
LUCY BLACK
FELICITY MONTAGU
JEFF RAWLE
ELLI TRINGOU
OLIVIA LEBEDEVA-ALEXOPOULOU
KOSTAS KROMIDAS

Captain Creech
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Lazaros Vangelatos
Veronica
Dimitra
Colonel Ribbindane
Dorothy
Melanie Countess de Torro
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JAMES COSMO
GERASIMOS SKIADARESIS
KONSTANTINOS SYMSIRIS
SOPHIE MAY WAKE
MARINA ASLANOGLOU
ALEX MACQUEEN
TALITHA STONE
SARAH CROWDEN
ALEXANDRA AIDINI
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Executive Producer / Writer
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Producer
Director (Block 1)
Director (Block 2)
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SIMON NYE
SALLY WOODWARD GENTLE
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STEVE BARRON
ASHLEY ROWE
SAM RENTON

Editor (Block 1)
Editor (Block 2)
Production Designer
Art Director
Costume Designer
Make-up Designer

DAVID THRASHER
VICKY TOOMS
JULIAN FULLALOVE
NEIL MCALLISTER
CHARLOTTE HOLDICH
MEINIR JONES LEWIS

Casting Director
Casting Director
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Line Producer
Production Manager
Script Editor
Production Executive

SUZANNE CROWLEY
GILLY POOLE
LIZ THORNTON
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ROBERT PRICE
SAM SYMONS
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